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Dear participants:

Thank you for taking part in this short survey.  By expressing your monitoring/evaluation concerns and needs, you will provide the Forests For Tomorrow Effectiveness Evaluation Working Group with important information for selecting and designing future monitoring and evaluation projects related to mountain pine beetle (MPB), fire-killed stands and discretionary areas. The knowledge gained from this survey will be made available to all interested groups and may be useful for other groups’ planning monitoring and evaluation projects or for guiding better-informed management decisions.  Respondents’ names and personal information will be kept confidential.

Background/ Context:

The mountain pine beetle (Dendroctonus ponderosae) is endemic in British Columbia, but present populations have reached epidemic levels.  This is attributable to large numbers of mature pine and the trend towards warmer weather.  Management measures primarily involve salvage harvest operations to remove infested timber; however, in some areas high operating costs and poor accessibility have resulted in killed stands being left standing.  

Wildfires represent a significant agent of change in British Columbia forest ecosystems. On average, there are more than 2,000 wildfires annually.  Hotter weather combined with greater fuel availability provided by MPB-killed stands may result in more frequent and severe wildfires, particularly in red-needled pine. The implications of large-scale harvesting, site rehabilitation and silviculture activities in MPB and fire-killed stands need to be understood and monitored to ensure that important resource values are maintained. 

Additionally, there are areas that were logged prior to 1987, or impacted by natural disturbance post-1987 that are still not-satisfactorily regenerated or are regenerated but have brushed in to the point where growth is seriously impeded.  These areas do not have legal reforestation obligations and funding for silviculture activities on them has been discretionary and sporadic in the past.  For the purpose of this survey, we have called these areas “discretionary areas”.

In March 2005, the provincial government allocated a total of $86 million from 2004/05 to 2007/08 for a Forests for Tomorrow (FFT) reforestation program to address these three issues. An Effectiveness Evaluation Working Group was established as part of the FFT program. 

The objectives of the FFT Effectiveness Evaluation Program are to:  

· Develop a knowledge base that will allow the MPB and wildfire reforestation program to be carried out in a way that restores timber, biodiversity, soils, hydrology and other forest values;

· Identify the gaps and needs for effectiveness monitoring and evaluation through a survey;

· Develop a list and priority ranking of potential future monitoring and evaluation projects;

· Plan ahead with an 18-month and five-year plan for FFT Effectiveness Evaluation; 

· Recommend and/or implement silviculture treatment trials and use the results to make recommendations for effective silviculture strategies in MPB, fire-killed stands or discretionary areas; and

· Include the concept of continuous improvement through adaptive management and the incorporation of new research and operational trials.

For more information about the FFT Effectiveness Evaluation Strategy/ Working Group and to return your completed questionnaire, please call Alanya Smith at (250) 387-8922, fax (250) 387-1467, or email: Alanya.C.Smith@gov.bc.ca.

Questionnaire:

Please take a few minutes to fill in this questionnaire. 

Name: ________________________________________Ph.__________________________

Email:____________________________________________________

Title/Role:    _________________________________________________________________

Agency/Organization: __________________________________________________________

1. What are your most pressing concerns related to MPB, recent (i.e. 2003-2005) forest fires and/or discretionary areas?

2. What do you see as the most critical resource value issues related to MPB, recent forest fires and/or discretionary areas in your area of interest (i.e. TFL/TSA) that require monitoring and evaluation?

3. What are the short-term (1-5 years) resource value risks associated with MPB, recent forest fires and/or discretionary areas in your area of interest?

4. What are the long-term (> 5 years) resource value risks associated with MPB, recent forest fires and/or discretionary areas in your area of interest?

5. What are your concerns/issues related to the rehabilitation of unharvested MPB, recent fire- killed and/or discretionary areas? (Rehabilitation would include activities such as underplanting, knock-down and underburning, brushing etc.)  Please number your points in order of their perceived importance. 

6. Please provide any other comments or suggestions regarding monitoring/evaluation needs and priorities relating to MPB, recent fire-killed and/or discretionary areas.

7. What is the most effective way of communicating FFT monitoring and evaluation priorities, projects and results to you in the future?

8. Please provide your comments and suggestions on the FFT Effectiveness Evaluation Strategy.

9. Other comments?

For more information about the FFT Effectiveness Evaluation Strategy/ Working Group and to return your completed questionnaire, please call Alanya Smith at (250) 387-8922, fax (250) 387-1467, or email: Alanya.C.Smith@gov.bc.ca.

