DRAFT Monitoring Projects for Field Season 2005 

Projects linked to Forests for Tomorrow Program

October 05, 2005 

Project Title
Baseline biodiversity information from mature, unmanaged forests in the SBS BEC zone.  

Project Lead 
MOF 


Phone No.  

Objective(s)


Use timber cruise data from the SBS BEC zone to develop a biodiversity risk ranking table for large salvage cutblocks in the SBS zone.     

Background

Situation


A basic tenet of biodiversity is that the more a managed stand can resemble a forest originating from natural disturbance, the greater the probability that native species and ecological processes will be maintained.  Data from unmanaged natural stands is therefore necessary as a baseline to assess quality of the implementation of stand level biodiversity practices.  

The management of stand level biodiversity will be particularly critical in areas slated for the large-scale salvage of beetle killed timber.  Creating a baseline database is one tool that can be used to help plan and assess the quality of stand level biodiversity on the salvaged blocks.  This knowledge will be useful when planning MPB reforestation activities to restore biodiversity.  



Method/

Actions


· Work with Timberline and the Northern Interior Forest Region to develop a database of cruise compilation for the SBS BEC zone.  

· Estimate wildlife tree classes by using cruise data and a predicting model developed by Amanda Nemec.

· Compile data and summarize to the indicator level (e.g. dead stems per hectare greater than 30 cm dbh, # of species present per hectare etc.)  Indicator choice will be guided by previous work by David Huggard (2004).

· Amanda helps Forest Service/ MOE develop methodology to compare Stand Level Biodiversity data back to this baseline data


Deliverables
· Baseline database for mature, unmanaged forests in the SBS BEC zone 

· Database will include date of cruise and therefore estimation of endemic or epidemic beetle infestation

· First estimation of risk ranking table for retention on large salvage blocks

· Recommendations about retention on large MPB salvage blocks.



Estimated Time and Cost  


Start:  October 10, 2005

End:   February 15, 2005

Cost:  $15, 000

People (e.g. project team, who to consult etc.) 


Consultants involved will be Timberline and Amanda Nemec.  Project manager – Alanya Smith 

Affiliates – Nancy Densmore, Richard Thompson and Norm Bilodeau

Other

(e.g. related initiatives or considerations of note)


This project is linked with a stand level effectiveness evaluation of large salvage blocks.  That work is occurring this fall and much of the survey work will be in the SBS zone    

Resources
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