FFT Research Strategy Project - General

An important initial task of the Forests for Tomorrow (FFT) Research Working Group is to develop an FFT Research Strategy.  The FFT Program is a very large operational initiative that will have to embrace some significant forest management uncertainties and hence, investment risks. Therefore, strategic investments in research and the applied knowledge it generates will play an important role in reducing these uncertainties and risks. 

Resulting from the direction that this FFT Research Strategy will provide, knowledge gaps and uncertainties critical to the success of the FFT Program will be identified and acted upon, as resources permit.

The FFT Research Working Group has hired R. Keith Jones & Associates (consultants Keith Jones and Terje Vold) to help the Working Group prepare the Research Strategy.  The consultants will be contacting you by e-mail within the next two weeks requesting your ideas on key issues that you feel need timely research support. They will be sending you a “Challenge Paper” which will include a set of statements and questions to prompt and structure your feedback. 

When you receive the Challenge Paper, please feel free to share it with other colleagues you feel should respond but who are not on the attached distribution list.

The FFT Research Strategy will need to assess issues that are directly relevant to the delivery of the FFT program. The Research Strategy will identify strategic research areas and will build upon the recently developed Mountain Pine Beetle Stewardship Research Strategy that some of you have provided assistance with earlier in the year. It is important to note that the FFT Research Strategy is directly targeting the research needs of the FFT Program - a reforestation program primarily in response to the MPB and wildfire events.  Therefore, we anticipate that, when compared against the Stewardship Research Strategy, additional issues will arise, particularly relating to wildfire but also to the MPB infestation.  As well, the priority issues for the FFT program may differ from those in the Stewardship Research Strategy.

On behalf of the FFT Research Working Group, we wish to thank you in advance for taking the time to provide important feedback to Challenge Paper.  This will ensure that the FFT Research Strategy is relevant and focused on uncertainties and risks that are important and most urgent.   

Gord Nigh, Chair

FFT - Research Working Group

